
Dunsford United Church 

Sunday March 10, 2024 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Pulpit Presider: Rev. Anne Hepburn 

  

†= stand as you are able 

 

  

WELCOME AND CELEBRATIONS (Birthdays/Anniversaries, etc.) 

  

  

† GATHERING HYMN: VU #337 “Blessed Assurance” (Fanny J. Crosby) 

 

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of the Spirit, washed in Christ's blood. 

  R This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; 

  this is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight!  Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

 angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  R 

 

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Saviour am happy and blessed; 

 watching and waiting, looking above, filled with God's goodness, lost in Christ's love. R 

 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND THE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION CANDLE 

 

As we continue towards the cross, let the light of this Christ candle remind us of whom we 

are and whose we are: struggling wondering and anxiously anticipating people of the Way. 

Written by Jessica Knoyle, Gatherings 2024, p. 31. Used with permission. 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LANDS (Unison) 

 

We acknowledge, honour and respect this land and the Anishinaabe / Mississauga 

peoples with whom Treaty 20, Williams treaty, was signed, on the lands where we 

are.  We acknowledge and give thanks for the lands and people of treaties and 

unceded territories of all who are worshiping.  It is up to all of us to live into truth, 

respect and reconciliation with all our relations. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

Come away and be still. 

We come to worship God. 

Come find rest for your weariness. 

We come to worship God. 

Come with your joy and sorrow. 

We come to worship God. 

In this time, in this place, God waits for us! 

Let us worship together! 

Written by Wetaskiwin writers, Gatherings 2024, p. 31. Used with permission. 

 

  

† HYMN: VU #266 “Amazing Grace” (John Henry Newton) 

 

1 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! 

 I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

 how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come; 

 'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me, this word my hope secures; 

 God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

 we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun. 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER (Unison) VU #110   

 

God of love, as in Jesus Christ, You gave yourself to us, 

so may we give ourselves to You, living according to Your holy will. 

Keep our feet firmly in the way where Jesus leads us.  Help our lips speak the truth 

that Christ teaches us.  Fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. 

In his Holy Name we pray.  Amen  

 

 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: “Orphans of God” Sylvia  
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INVITATION TO GIVE: Let us bring forward the offering. 

  

† HYMN OF DEDICATION:  VU #108 v. 1 (James Germenian) 
 

Throughout these Lenten days and nights we turn to walk the inward way, 

where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, we live in hope till Easter Day. 

 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Loving God, we come before you today in humility acknowledging the gifts you give us. 

We ask that you now receive our gifts, the fruits of our labours, our hands and our hearts. 

May they be used to glorify your name.  Amen 

Written by Rosemary Godin, Gatherings 2024, p. 35.  Used with permission. 

 

  

STORY AND PRAYERS FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT HEART: Famous Phrases 

 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Old Testament Psalm 107, VU #831 Parts 1& 2 (responsively) 

God’s steadfast love endures forever (Eleanor Daley) (Read by Diane) 

 

Part One (1-9) 

O give thanks, for God is gracious; 

 God's steadfast love endures for ever. 

Let the redeemed of God say so, those redeemed from trouble, 

 whom God gathered in from the lands, 

from the east and the west, 

 from the north and the south.   O give thanks to God for steadfast love. 

Some lost their way in desert wastes, finding no place to settle; 

 hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to you, God, in their trouble; you rescued them from their distress. 

 You led them by a straight path, till they reached a place to settle. 

Let them thank you, O God, for your steadfast love, for the wonders you do for us. 

 For you satisfy the thirsty, and fill the hungry with good things.   

 O give thanks to God for steadfast love. 
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Part Two (17-22) 

Some suffered because of their sinful ways, afflicted on account of their wrongdoing. 

 They loathed every kind of food; they came close to the gates of death. 

Then they cried to you, God, in their trouble.  You rescued them from their distress. 

 You gave the word and healed them; you saved them from the grave. 

Let them thank you, God, for your steadfast love, for the wonders you do for us. 

Let them offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and tell of your deeds with shouts 

of joy.  O give thanks to God for steadfast love. 

 

 

New Testament John 3:14-21 For God so loved the world (Read by Anne) 
 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.[a] 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 

the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned, but 

those who do not believe are condemned already because they have not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 

world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all 

who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 

that their deeds have been done in God.”[b] 

 

 

CHILDREN LEAVE FOR JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

  

† HYMN: VU #112 “O God, How We Have Wandered” (Kevin Nichols) 

 

1 O God, how we have wandered and hidden from your face; 

 in foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 

 But how, in exile dwelling, we turn with fear and shame, 

 as distant but compelling, you call us each by name. 

 

2 And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 

 by faith we are returning with hope and trust in you. 

 In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring, 

 in gladness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A14-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26126a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A14-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26132b
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3 O God of all the living, both banished and restored, 

 compassionate, forgiving, our peace and hope assured. 

 Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease. 

 Stretch out your hand in blessing, in pardon, and in peace. 

  

  

MESSAGE: “God’s Love” 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Please remember Kristen and Emma in your prayers. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

  

  

WE ARE SENT OUT IN FAITH TO SERVE 

  

  

COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING 

 

As you go from this place, remember whose you are. 

Remember to be the disciples you are called to be; unafraid and unashamed. 

Remember to love as you are loved.  Amen  

Written by Cheryl Dillon, Gatherings 2023-4, p. 41.  Used with permission. 

  

  

† CHORAL RESPONSE: “Go Now in Peace” (Words: D Besig and N Price) 

  

Go now in peace, never be afraid.  God will go with you each hour of every day.  Go now in 

faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do.  Go now in love and 

show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see God will be there watching 

from above.  Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.  Amen, Amen, Amen 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

March 24: Palm/Passion Sunday with Pancake Lunch 

 

March 29: Good Friday Service at 10 AM 

 

March 31: Easter with Communion 

 

Milk bag Mats: The group meets in the Church on Wednesdays at 10 AM.  All are 

welcome to make mats and enjoy some fellowship.   

   

January Financials 

Income:     $5,677.00 

Expenses: $4,451.80 

Net Profit:  $1,026.00 

 

Stewardship Second: Stewardship practices allow God’s love to act in our lives, bringing 

life and hope even in the wilderness of death and hopelessness. 

 

FROM THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

E-ssentials: The Moderator's PIE Day Message, Submit Your Vote on Remit 1, and more! (mailchi.mp) 

  

  

DUNSFORD UNITED CHURCH 

Office Hours: Wed. Office 9-5 † Tel: 705-793-2511 

Email: dunsfordunitedchurch@bellnet.ca † Website: www.dunsfordunitedchurch.com 

  

Words to hymns used with permission. CCLI 

https://mailchi.mp/7f09b807db5a/es230905-1054280?e=037f904864
mailto:dunsfordunitedchurch@bellnet.ca
http://www.dunsfordunitedchurch.com/

